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Breathing Room
“I've always been interested in nat-
ural things.” says Lotfa, who grew
up on a small island off the coast
of Swaden. Here earth tones,
wiod, and textiles she designed
combine with touches of indus-
trial steel and splashes of color.
To create a chic console (behind
the sofa), |kea kitchen cabinets
were given a lift with a weod
veneer top that matches the cus
tormn shelving above. To maintain
privacy but maximize hght, Lotta
designed a drapery made of one
blue wool panel and three white
linen sactions—all opaque excem
for the sheer one at eye love
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Rakks custom sliels i.l:ll'E'
syslem, 8670, and cus-
tom shelf (on top of cabi-
nets). SES0, both at
Shell Shop, 212-938-0800
|kia “Akwerum” and “Ab-
strakt” kitchen cabinets,
from S5, ikea.com for
stores, kMadaline Weinril
Jelly Baby™ hand-knotted
wool 8-by-10-foot car
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When gesigner Lotta Anderson moved with her husband, Nick, from San Francisco
to Brooklyn last year (baby August recently made three), she outfitted their
apartment and her nearby office using the same motifs that decorate her Lotta
Jansdotter textiles and ceramics: sublimely subtle hues, quirky organic shapes,

and a casual comfort that gives even up-to-the-moment modern an intimate ease.
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Lotta's work runs |
throughout her | |
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Flexible Benefits

Lotta prefers clean hnes and

pared-Jdown spaces. “Tm attracted
to simple forms.” she says. not
ing that even her floral arrange-
MBS, SUCh 2% [he dreed Seed

pods (opposita), are essentially
"Blabs an sticks.” To contain and
hide linens when not in use,
Nick, an architect, made a dining
room table seith built-in Storage
glots. The wall hangings also pull
double duty: Thay're table run-
ners that Lotta designed, She pins
them up for decoration until she
needs ane for company (or wants
ta watch a mowvie, which thay'll
project an the wall). "Tang" wall
hangings/ runners (similar to
shown), 888 each, jansdorrer.com

This sand-filled doorstop
sewn from one of Lotta’s
textiles—a project in her
book, Simple Sewing
($24.95. Chronicle Books)—
is an excellent reason to
keep an open-door policy.

Combination Plate

I like to rmix and match,” Lotta says,

laughing at the understatement
Here, painterly ceramics by San
Francisco artist Sherry QOlsen are
pawred wath sleek flatware (a wed-

ding gift) and a place mat and nap-

kin from one of Lotta's previous
collections. The trick to combining
patterns is to stick to your theme:

Handmade shapes and natural col-

ors unify all of these elements.

Line Studies

The colors and patterns of Lotta's
ceramics, fabrics, and stationery
are derived from the Swedish
landscape. From “the bright gray
of the ocean and vibrant green
grass to the pale hay and weath-
ered barns,” she explains, all

of her creations evoke her Scan-
dinavian sensibilities and love
of the great outdoors, Box of
posteards, 816 for 30 cards; *Pal-
ling" {issue box covers, 832
each; kids' soft toys, 815 each: “Fia”
handhag (similar to shown),

B865; and “Kamma” makeup hags,

#&15 gach, all at jansdotier. com
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...and traces of her
home show up at
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The Shapes of
Things to Come

Lotta digs up the seeds for
future designs everywhere, from
inside her crammed cabinets
to out on the streets. She cata-
logues what she finds in her ;
many sketchbooks (left), and : ™
arrays other things on her iInspir-
ation clipboards (right and
opposite), which she hangs on are a gréatl way !-::-'[fmﬁuf'l'
her walls. The clipboards are swatches and decorating
carefully compased collactions—
s u_am?_ save invitations that you
samples, book cover design, and '
pattern snippet (right)—that need to respond to, or plan
Lotta calls “frames for ideas.” your next vacalion,

Lotta’s clipboard collages

ideas. corral kids' artwork,

AU L HILELD

Sew Functional
Creating everything by hand,
Laotta decries the use of a com-
puter for anything other than
e-mail. "l cut and paste my
designs using paper, scissors,
and glue, 5o it's really messy
and organic,” she explains. Vari
ous stations help organize her
tasks: Her sewing table (right)
comprises an lkea chair that
she upholstered with her own
material and a metal hospital
desk that was a gift from a friend.
Another wall hanging serves
a8 decor. Leader Trading Comparny
desk (similar to shown}, 81, 1040,
212-677-1982. lkea “Love" swivel
chair, a8, ikea.com for stores

PRODUCED BY CYBELE GRANDJEAN,
PAGE MARCHESE MORMAM, AMD
REBECCA ROBERTSON
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iforting atmosphera
i distinctive blend of the nat-
hand industrial, She made the
. overhead light fixture
by 5 screwing together a
bz . hardware-store socket
exteROEES which cost less than
33 eaCENBu can see it in per
SO0 l aaturdays, when Lotka
- opens haEstudio to the public
. \75C HoyASkreet, Brooklyn, NY;
| o5 ,,f -2068, Call ahead.)
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